Small orbitofrontal traumatic lesions detected by high resolution MRI in a patient with major behavioural changes.
We report a case of a male patient who showed personality changes and marked social problems after a traumatic brain injury. Although suspected to have lesions in the orbitofrontal cortex because of the typical characteristics of his behavioural change, lesions were not apparent using conventional imaging techniques. However, investigation using high-resolution MRI revealed lesions in the orbitofrontal cortex. Our case suggests that standard MRI scanning techniques may have only limited power. Hence, we stress the important role played by qualitative assessments of emotion, personality, and social behaviour in evaluating sequelae of traumatic orbitofrontal injuries.